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When Juan entered the essay contest, it wasnâ€™t for the prize money. He wanted to prove to Tao,

to his friends, and to himself that he wasnâ€™t stupid; however, learning to write a college level

essay wasnâ€™t going to be easy. With the help of his new girlfriend and tutor, Kirsten, he not only

learns how to write, but how to study, search for employment, handle a job interview, prepare for the

SAT, plan for college, and who his friends really are.
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Many teens fear or dread the writing process. This book is for them! Teen romance blossoms as the

brainy, confident Kirsten tutors the much less confident Juan. Add a writing contest wager that Juan

can't afford to lose, and you have a compelling story line that teens can relate to. Teens will enjoy

the ways that Mr. Taylor's spot-on guidance about what makes good writing is masterfully

interwoven with the forward motion of the story. The author removes confusion and frustration for

young writers with his concise advice, which he always supports with relevant examples. Teens who

are good writers as well as teens who haven't yet had a break through will love this book. Topics of

discussion include, but aren't limited to: social and political views of our time, how to get and keep a

job, the importance of respect, the dangers of teens drinking and driving, and the value of true



friendship. I would recommend it to my own students and grandchildren,
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